Citrus fruit is one of the major traditional agricultural products of Egypt. Constraints to fruit production are mainly related to tree decline caused by infection with viroids (Hadidi et al., 2003) (El-Dougdoug et al., 2010) . Amplicons of~300 bp were obtained in all the samples with primers specific to Hop stunt viroid
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Citrus fruit is one of the major traditional agricultural products of Egypt. Constraints to fruit production are mainly related to tree decline caused by infection with viroids (Hadidi et al., 2003) (Fig. 1) , which was the first described by Nour-Eldin (1956 Reanwarakorn & Semancik, 1999) . This constitutes the first isolation and identification of CVdII from sweet orange affected by gummy bark disease in Egypt.
